Clacton Rugby Club
Ipswich YM III

29 points;
Clacton Kestrels

59 points

Suffolk Merit League – Division Two
Saturday 22nd October 2011 

Clacton's second team the Kestrels had a journey to Ipswich for their Suffolk Merit League fixture this weekend against Ipswich YM 3rds but it was a slightly depleted squad that made the trip due to the absence of regular captain Alan Lee and several other injuries. However in the spirit of Merit League Rugby two Ipswich players donned a Clacton kit and made sure the contest could go ahead. 
 

The usual blend of youth and experience on the Clacton side produced an early score when prop Mark Smith's chip kick struck an opponent and the resulting rebound landed in the arms of Ollie Redpath who ran through to score the first of his 3 tries. Constant pressure from the Kestrels meant that the Ipswich side were hardly out of their own half for the first 40 minutes and the result was a constant stream of tries including from two of the young players making it through now to senior rugby, Tom Leatherbarrow and John Sneddon. 
 

When Clacton were awarded a scrum on the home sides 5 metre line they drove hard and with the ball under control pushed the scrum over the line for Adrian Nation to touch down and also convert with the kick. With fly half Kouros Kemp out of action this week the goal kicking duties were shared by Ollie Redpath (2) and Adrian Nation (5).
 

It wasn't until the second half and with the keen wind in their favour that Ipswich were finally able to get on the score sheet and had a much better display crossing the line 5 times in total. But the visitors remained on top with a score from newly returned flanker Scott Smith who soon after had to leave the field with an ankle injury. The final score of 59-29 in the Kestrels favour will see them retain their current position at the top of the division all made possible in no small part by the Lonsdale Landscapes Man of the Match with yet another superb performance, Michael Pedder. 
 

The Kestrels will see if they can stay on top again next week when they entertain Thurston at Vista Road. 
